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INTRODUGTION., 


_ Chriſt, and, —that every juſtified perſon is n 


expreſſed, than in words borrowed from the Articles, 


ſubſcribes theſe articles. He acknowledges all an 


% print or preach to draw the Article aſide any wa) 4 
"0 but ſhall ſubmit to it in the plain and full meaninf 


" 


| 


| 


HE 4efign of this little piece is, to Mifplay, in as$| 
conciſe a manner as poflible, the method of a ſins} 
ner's ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. To ſhew, that fallen 
man is a ruined, helpleſs creature that he can be juſti - 
fied only through faith in the righteouſneſs of Jeſus] 


inclined to maintain good works. 
' Theſe important truths, cannot, perhaps, be better 


Homilies, and Liturgy of the Church of England. They 


demand a preference, not only, becauſe they are re- 


4 


markably nervous and ftriking, but alſo, becauſe many 


who have hitherto been prejudiced againſttheſe Doctrines 


may, it is hoped, be inclined to think better of them] 
when they find that they are thy ſtandard Doctrines of! 


their own Church, 1 


Our excellent Reformers, 3 in 9s 0s eto n diff 
< verſities of opinions, and to eſtabliſh conſent touch 
© ing True Religion” drew up, and publiſhed in the yeaf 
1562, A Summary of their religious principles. II 


_ conſiſted. of xxxix Articles. They were agreed npo [ 
| by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both rrovincets ang 
17 the whole Clergy in Convocation aſſembled. | 


To this day, every Miniſter of the Church of Englen 


z 


& every one of them to be agreeable to the won 9 


God.“ He aflüürms, that he does © willingly 


3» 


« ex animo ſubſeribe them.” He publicly rag 1M. be 


fore the congregation, his “ * unfeigned afſent and con | 


cc ſent to them.” 
And, leſt any. through diſaffection to the truth, thoulf 


mualytain; that the articles are ambiguous—admit of 


certain lati: ude - or, are capable of various ſenſes, it w. 


wiſely ordained, by his Majeſty's declaration, prefixel 
to the Articles, % that no man hereafter ſhall eithef 
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e thereof and ſhall not put his own ſenſe or com” 2 
* ment to be the meaning of the Article, but ſhall take ; 
eit in the lite al and grammatical ſenſe.” And of 
| ſuch vaſt importance are the Articles deemed by the 
Church, that ſhe declares by the V. Canon! that Who- 
183 ſoe ver mall affirm, Thar any of the Nine and Thirty 
Articles, are in any part ſuperſtitious or erroneous, 
„ ſhall be excommunicated, ½½ facto, and not reſtored, 
but only by the archbiſhop, after his repentance and 
public revocation of ſuch his wicked errors. 
Notwithſtanding all this, it is too obvious to need a 
proof, that the greater part of the Clergy, do not 
preach according to the Articles they have ſubſcribed. 
There has been a gradual departure from them, for 
more than an hundred years paſt, ſo that they are al- 
molt loſt ſight of. Hence it has come to paſs, that the 
common people, though they retain a great veneration 
for the Church, are in general, totally ignorant of her 
undamental principles. And if any Miniſter, whether 
un the Church, or out of it, ventures to preach accord- 
ng to the Articles, he is looked upon as a broacher of 
x ie w opinions, a a ſetter up of a new Religpon-In ä 
. Fanatic, or an Enthuſiaſt. | 
It is, therefore, highly becefſary, whatever offence i it 
| day give, to let the plaineſt people know, how much 
| pe have been deceived, and that what too many through 
' 2norance, have rejected as new and falſe, is really, the 
'3LD and TRUE WAY, perfectly agreeable to the 
14 ord of God, and the ſtandards of the Church of Eng- 
und. 
If indeed; theſe Articles conſiſted of idle and trifing 
beculations or, of the nen- eſſentials in religion, it were 
| ty to trouble any body about them — but, they con- 
in matters of aſtonihing—of eternal importance. 
he learned and pious authors of them, juſtly conſider- 
| the pocrRixkEs therein contained, more precious 
an their ſubſtance, their liberty, or their lives. Hence 
me of them became Martyrs tor Chriſt, and ſealed the 
| 1 3 2 of their: lips 2 Pens, with. the blood of their 
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Section 1 5 5 7 | 
When their offspring, wiſe in their own conceit, de- | 
parted from theſe conſtitutional principles, they depart- | 
ed alſo from their correſpondent practices; for error 

and vice, (like truth and virtue, ) go hand in hand. | 
And we may juſtly charge the abundant profaneneſs of 

the p*eſent age, upon its a poſtacy from the doctrines 

of the BIB L E. 

If this be the true ſtate of things, it becomes the duty 
of every lover of God, of religion, and his country, to 
do the utmoſt in his power, for the revival of the doc- 
trines of the Reformation, as the moſt likely means to 
procure a Reformation of Manners : Aud with this ſim- 
ple "Ow; the following payer are PERS: — 


* 2 1 


MAN RUIN, OCCASIONED BY six. 


- NOW THYSELF, ” js a maxim adder and d 
mired by all the World. And happy would it | 
be, if delf. knowledge were univerſally ſought, and ſoughi 
(here it only can be found,) in the Wok D or Govll 
An excellent ſummary of what Revelation ſays on thi ; 
head, is preſented te to us in the NINTH ARTICLE. { 


or ORIGINAL OR BIRTH- SIN. 


oO ORIGINAL SIN fendech. not in the fellewind 
of Adam, (as the Pelagians do vaiuly talk) but it if 
the FavuLT and CORRUPTION of the nature of every 
man, that naturally is engendered of the offspring d oF 
„ Adam, whereby man is very far gone from origing 
„ righteouſneſs, and is of his own nature inclined t 
_ © evil, fo that the fleſh luſteth always contrary to th 
| ſpirit ; ; and therefore in every perſon born into hi 
« world, it deſerveth Gop's WRATH and DamnatiowN 
« And this infection of nature doth remain; yea, J 
e them that are regenerated, whereby the luſt of tH 
> 1 called 1 in Greek, N . which ſo 
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& do expound, the Wiſdom, fome Senſuality, ſome the 


« Affection, ſome the Deſire of the fleſh, is not ſubject 
de to the law of Gop. And although there is no con- 
« demnation for them that believe and are baptized ; 


ec yet the Apoltle doth conſeſs, that Pe 880 and | 


Lay 


0 


luſt hath of itſelf the nature of ſin. 


In this Article we are told, what Or iginal Sin is not, 


and, what it is. It is not, a mere imitation of Adam: 
It does not conſiſt 3 in, foliowing a bad example; but it is 
The Faurr and The CorRupTION of all Adam's poſ- 
terity. We are hereby gut three awful and im- 
portant truths, 4 


I. That Adam? 8. fin 1 is | imputed 1 to each of v us. 


III. That we deſerve Gop's wrath and damnation, 


d, Rom v. 12. By one man Sin entered into the World, 
nd Death by Sin: and ſo Death paſſed upon all men, 
or that, (Or, IN i HUM, that is in Adam) all have 
inved. 

Tae Apoſtle i is here telling us, why all die, 1 the rea · 
on is, becauſe LL have ſinned. But ſome die, who 


ave not ſinned actually, therefore, they muſt have ſinned 


n Adam, ver. 14. Death reigned over them that had not 


inned afier the / militude of Adam's tantra on, that 1 is, 


byer Children. 


Another ſcripture poſitively 1 that By one 


ran g Diſobedience, many were MADE SINNERS. 
The HowmiLits agree with the ſcriptures in the con- 
rmation of this doctrine. Obſerve the following paſ- 


ages. © As in Adam all men univerſally ſinned, ſo in 
Adam all men univerſally received the reward of fin.” 

* Oh! what a-miſerable and woful ſtate was this, that 
* the fin of one man ſhould deſtroy and condemn all 
men, that nothing in all the world might be looked 


c er, but only pangs of death, and pains of hell!“ 
TIES, 1 the oP, on the W of Cri. 


Let 


II. That we arealſo infected with it, and conſequently, 


J. Adam: 8 fin i is imputed to mich of vs. This is affirm- 


o 
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Let not'the carnal mind- obj e& to this truth, or deem 
it unjuſt that we ſhould roffer for Adam's fault. It 
ovght to ſilence every murmur, that The judge of all the 
earth does right, Beſides, it ſhould be remembered, that 
had Adam, as the head and repreſentative of his poſte- 


rity, perſtvered in obedience, our happineſs would have 
been thereby for ever ſecured. © To this (ſays an ex- 


4 cellent divine) I preſume, none would have object ed, 


« and if they wor/d not to the one, they ought not ta the 
© other.” 


Above all, conſider that Chriſt Jeſus 1s the frond A- 


dam; and that, as by one man's DisOBEDIENCE many 
were conſtituted StNNERS, in the ſame manner, (that 


1s by imputation,) by the OBEDIENCE of one ſhall ma- ; 
ny be made RIGHTEOUS, 


II. We are infelted with Adam's fin. It is imputed, 
therefore we are gui/ty, It is alſo derived, therefore we 


are fiithy. So ſpeak the Scriptures, 


Adam begat a Son in his own likeneſs, after his 


image. Gen. v. 3. Behold, (lays David) I was ſhapen g 


in n and in fin aid my mother conceive me. [ 
Pſal. i. 


IWhat 1s man, that he Soul be cloak! ? and 4 wick | 


it born of a woman, that he ſbould be righteous, for, 
who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean Job, 


XV. 14. and xiv. 4. g 
The HE ART 1s deceitful . all things, and de- 


| ſrerately wicked, who can know it? Jerem. xvii. 9. 


Out of the 3 proceed evil thoughts, murders, a- 


dulteries, fornications, ae, falſe witneſs, blaſphemiess | 


Matt. xv. 18 19. 


And this is the caſe of ALL men vniverſally, without 


diſtinction or exception, The high, the low, the rich, 
the poor, the learned, the illiterate, one with another. 


Reader, it is YOUR caſe. 


The Lok D locked down from heaven upon the Chil- { 
aren of men to ſee if there were ANY that did under- | 


and, and ſeek Ged They are All gone aſide, they are 


all together become filthy, there is NONE that doet h 
Coco, no not CVE. Plal. xiv. 1. 2. 4 


424 Thus 
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a by of B 1 Section T. 
Thus alſo ſpeaks the Cnurcu i in different parts of the 
Liturgy, “ There is no HEALTH in us. We be tied 

and bound with the chains of our ſins.— Through our 
A fins and wickedneſs we are ſore let and hindered, 
F Dearly beloved; for as much as all men are conceiv- 
ed and born in lin.“ SHS 

Thus alſo ſpeaks the Homilies. That on the miſe- 

ry of man affirms, that © Of ourſelves, and by ourſelves, 
© we have no GOODNESS, HELP, Or SALVATION, but, 
“e contrariwiſe, ſin, damnation, and death everlaſting.“ 
The Homily on Chriſt's nativity hath theſe words, “ As, 
«© before the fall, Adam was molt beautiful and precious; 
© ſo now he was molt vile and wretched. Inſtead of the 
image of Gop, he was now become the image of the 
* Devil. Inſtead of the citizen of heaven, he was now © 
become the bond/lave of hell. Having no one part of 
© his former purity and cleanneſs ; but being altoge- 'F 
* ther SPOTTED and DEFILED, inſomuch that he now} #3 
© ſeemed to be nothing but a Lump of six.“ 1 
What Adam was, his poſterity are. Remember, be | 
begat a ſon in 5% own likeneſs. The ſame Homily fur- 
ther ſays, „This ſo great and miſerable a PLAGUE, if 1 
« it had only reſted on Adam, might the better have F: 
© been borne, but it fell not only on him, but alſo on 
« his poſterity for ever: ſo that the whole brood of ; 
«© Adam's race ſhould ſuſtain the ſelf lame FALL and 
„ PUNISHMENT.” 
This humbling truth, might be farthes proved, by the 
inſtitution and uſe of BAPTISM, which is acknowledged 
to bean outward viſible ſign, of an inward and ſpiri- 
© tual grace.“ In the Catechiſm, Water is ſaid to be 
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| the viſible ſign in Baptiſm, And the inward grace is, 

© a death unto fin, and a new birth unto righteouſneſs,” f 
It is plain therefore, that if we were not born in ſin, we 
5 need not be born again — that, if ivfants themſelves. 9 
were not unclean, they would not need that ſpiritual |} 
«| Waſhing, which is typified by Baptiſm. Bur here, let FF 


the reader beware of miſtakes. Baptiſm with Water is 
bur the rype of the SpIRIT'S baptiſm. He that is born 
again is a new creature. Old things are done away, all 
mags are become new c If this be not the caſe with vou, 
your 
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Section I. 1393 
your Baptiſm will not proſit your ſoul, vou are yet in 
a ſtate of nature. | 
3 Biſhop Beveridge, (a very learned: and boly man,) 
ſpeak ing upon this ſubject, has the following. memorable 
words, 
l do not only betray the inbred venom of my heart, 
e by poiſoning my common actions, but even my moſt 
* © religrous performances aiſo, with in. I cannot pray 
«© but 1 fin; I cannot hear, or preach a ſermon, but I 
„4 ſin; I cannot give an alms, or receive the Sacrament, 
J «© bot! fin : Nay, | cannot ſo much as confeſs my ſins, 
but my very confeſſions are ſtill aggravations of them; 
e my repentance needs to be repented of, my tears want 
% waſhing, and the very waſhing of my tears needs ſtill 
e to be waſhed. over again with the blood of my Re- 
. qeemer.” 
If this be a true repreſentation of fallen Man, and 
ſuch it is, unleſs the word of God be falſe, and the 
Church of Evgland 1s deceived- — then it needs few. 
1 words to Fee e e 
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4} III That as ſuch, bs ce JiGoven God's oath and 
| damnation.” All fin 1 puniſhment, conſequeutly. 
original fin muſt. The. +poſtle Paul aſſures the Ephe- 
ſiaus, that, they were by Nature CHI! DREN Or WRATH. 
It is alſo written, By the offence of one Judgement came 
upon all men, to CONDEMNATION, Row v. 18. And 
thus ſays. the Church 1 in the n r Chriſt Na- 
r 
« All men univerſally-i in Adam, were ibi elſe but a 
„ wicked and crooked generation, rotten and corrupt, 
trees, {tony ground, full of brambles and briars, loſt 
B ſheep, prodigal ſons, naughty and unprofitable ſer- 
„ yants, unrighteous ſtewards, workers of i iniquity, the 
AL... broad of adders, blind guides, ſirting i in darkneſs and in 
„„the ſhadow of death: to be ſhort, nothing elſe but, 
JT ©@ CHILDREN os VERDI TION. and INHERTTORS Or 
„nir. 
; It ſeems e and indeed, aloft impoſſible, t TY 
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; | add any thing to thele teſtimonies Unleſs it be a fen-- 
: rence of Biſhop Hall's, who ſtiies a wicked man, HA Lr 
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88 3 Section II. 


1 ' A BEAST, anD HALF A DEVIL, ” becauſe a natural 


man, unchanged and unreſtrained by the grace of God, 


unites in himſelf the ſenſual appetites of a beaſt, and the 


wic led tempers of a devil; if ſuch a creature deſerve not 


God's wrath, it will be hard to ſay, who does. or can. 

With reſpect to the latter part of the Article, VIZ... 

ec that this infection of nature remains even in the re. 
generated,“ it needs little proof; the beſt of men 
have awfully evidenced it: and none but thoſe who are 
ſtrangely deceived can poſſibly deny it. If any do, the 
Ahpoſtle John 1 Ep. i. 8. fays, if we, (even believers, 
| himſelf included) if we fay, AE have no ſin, we deceive : 


ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. 


And not only is ſin iz us, but too too een the elk 5 
Ferious Chriſtian is conſtrained to acknowledge, that 
the lau in his members, not only rebels againſt the lau 
of his mind, but (ſometimes, alas) brings him into Car- 
TIviTY, to the law of ſin, which is in his members. Then, 


with the ſpirit as well as words of St. Paul, he cries, 


0 wretched man that I am ! who ſhall deliver me From th 


your of this death, Rom. vii. 25. 


Mads RECOVERY, EFFECTED BY CHRIST. 


IHE leſceription already given of Man's miſerable 


ſtate by nature, is indeed a gloomy one. And 
| might well cauſe the ſenſible heart to ſink and deſpair, 
Was there not a molt gracious, ſuitable, and all- ſufficient £ 
| Remedy provided. 

This 1s briefly, but moſt excellently, held out in. the. 


unden ARTIGL Es 5 


or uE : JUSTIFICATION « or MAN. 


ec We are- coed righteous le God; only fon | 
| « ine merit ok our Lord and Saviour nas Chriſt, by 
Ps | | mY - © Bis. 
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« Faith, and not for our own works or detervings. 
„ Wherefore, that we are juſtified by Faith only, is a 


© moſt wholeſome doctrine, and very full of Comfort, 


ec as more largely is expreſſed in the Homily of 
% fication.” 9 V 


As this Article is of inconceivable importance, 


attentively conſider its ſeveral parts. 


I. What it is to be accounted righteous before God. 


II. That we are not accounted righteous for eur own: 


works or deſervings: 


III. That we are accounted righteous for the 


of Chriſt. 


Juſti» 


% 


Merit 


IV. That this Merit or Righteouſneſs becomes ours: 


| by Faith. 


* % 


| V. That this Doctrine is both whole/2me and 


E fortable. i 


com- 


1. We are to examine what is meant by being ge- 


 TEOUSNESS Is A PERFECT CONFORMITY TO 


counted righteous before God. And here obſerve, Rigu-- 


THE 


HOLY Law OF Got; That law. of God, which is 


comained in the ten commandments. Which command- 
ments require, PERFECT LOVE To Gep, and p:kprtcr 


Love To Man. An unfinning Obedience. Without a. 
ſingle failure, in thought, word. or deed: And a con- 


tinuance in this perfect obedience through life. The 
law makes no allowances. It has no reſpect at 


' Moſes deſcribeth the righteouine(s which is of the lau 
| That the man who doeth thoſe: things (all and every on 
of them) Hall live by them, om. x. 5.. On the other 


* 
« 


1 


— 


let us: 1 


| | all to 
human infirmity. It docs not ſay, “ Do as well as vou 


can.“ But, Do this Do it all Do it always If 
© you do, you ſhall live. If you do nat; you ſhall die. 


WM 


hand read the conſequence of a ſingie failure, Gal, jj; 


| 10... 4s many as are of the works of the law, are 


* 111. 
under. 
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| F Section IT. 
e curſe; for it is written, CURS ED is EVERY ONE that 


CONTINUETH not in 4 L.th ngs wh ch ae wr: tten 


in the book of the Law to do them. 

Now we are molt certain, that NO killen man ever 
obe ved this law perfectly. God himſelf declares, There 
. is NONE righteous (in himſelf) zo, NOT ONE Rom. 
iii 10. The conſcience of every man in the world, ſays 


the ſame. *« YOU are not righteous. You have often 


76 confeſſed you was a finner, B your own mouth there- 
« fore YOU ſtand condemned“ Now, the wages of 


ſin, (of every lin) is DEATH Death eternal. Kom. 


vi. 23. It matters not, for any one to fay, “ I am better 


„ than others, I bave not committed ſach and ſuch a 
« Crime.” he Qneſtion is, Have you kept the whole 


| Law. or have you not ? If yon have not, you are UN- 
RIGHTEOUS, fo ſays St James it 10. Whoever 
ſhall Reep the whole lau, and yet offend in ONE point, he 
is guilty of ALL. For he that ſaid, Do not commit A. 


 dultery; ſaid alſo, Do uit kill Now if thou commit no 
adultery, yet if thou Ei! thou art become a tranſgr: Dor of 


the Law. If a criminal ſhould be found guilty of Mo- 
"DER, in a Court of Juſtice, it would anſwer no purpoſe, 
if he were to plead, that he had not committed n1GAa 
TREASON. It is enough to convict a ſinner, and juſtify 


the ſentence of eternal death, that he has broken the 


Law in ONE point, he is therefore an UNRIGHTEOUS 
man. Now God, will never account a man rignteous, 
if he is e 


hr THEREFORE, 


II. We are not (we cannot be) accounted righteous 
before Cod, for our own works or de/ervings | 
There is no trutl: in the Bible, more frequently i in- 
ſited upon than this; read the following paſſages, and 
remember that they are the Word of God. 

By GRACE are ye ſaved —NOT OF WORKS, left any 
man ſhould boaſt. Epheſ. ii. 8. By the azeds of the lau 
oy no fieſh be julified in HIS SIGHT, Rom. iii. 20. 
Knowing that a man is not juſtified by the works of the 


leo, but 25 the F008 of Jeſus , euen we hgve Rel 
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Section I. L 13 I 
ved in Jeſus Chriſt ; that we might be juſtified by the faith © 
of Chriſt, and not by the works of the lau: for BY TIR 
| WORKS Or THE LAW SHALL NO FLESH BE JUSTI® 
ö Y -F1ED, Gal. 11. 16. ! heſe ſcriptures muſt be deciſive 
4 "I you, if you believe the Word of God. 5 
4 The Liturgy ſpeaks the lame language. It ſays, 
4 O Lord God, who ſeeſt that we put not our truſt 
„„ in any THING that we do.” Again.“ We lean 
* ONLY upon the hope oi thy heavenly grace.” Yo al- 
ſo in. the Commmunion Service, ** We do not pre- 
« ſume to come to this thy table, O merciful Lord, 
e truſting in ouR OWN righteouſneſs,” 

The Howily on the Miſery of Mankind ſays, Lo let us 
© know our own works, of what imperfection they be, 
e and then we ſhall not ſtand foo/i/þ1y and arrogantly 
% in our own conceits, nor challenge ANY PART of 

"I Juſtification, by our own merits or works 

"The ſecond part of the Homily of Salvation ſays, 

c« Juſtification is not the office of man, but of God; for 

3 © man cannot make himſelt righteous by his own works, 

44% NEITHER IN PART, NOR IN THE WHULE; for 
„ ** that were the greateſt AxRoGancy and PRE SUM - 
10 of man, that Antichriſt could ſet up againſt 

God, to aftirm that man might, by his own works, 

 # take away and. purge his own fins, and fo Jallify 

= | 5 himſelf. 2 


a 


n — k 
Rotax oa ori i.e, 


N fully . chas: we are not — 
 rTightevus before God, for our own works or deſervings, 
e n to 9 80 On | 


4 III. That we are accounted righteous, for the merit, or 
J | righteoutnels of | our {ord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, | 
. 3 Ihe Prophe: Daniel Chap. ix. 24 tpeaking of Meſs | 
7 Afiah, ſays, He ſhall finiſh tranſgreſſion— make an end of | 
4 F male reconciliation for iniquity —and bring in ky tR= 
7 Lasring RicHTeovsNEss, Ail this, Chriſt Jeſus 
; | actually performed. We are told. 2 Cor. v. 21. that He 
: was made SIN bOR US, who knew no Sin. that we might 
> bie made the RIGHTECUSNESS of God IN HIM. What 
* a bleſſed exchange ! Curiſt Jelus, the righteous one, | 
; takes + 


＋ 5 4 % en 
takes our fin, and ſuffers for it! we, unholy ſinners, 


take his righteouſneſs, and are juſtified by it ! Hereby 


we. are not merely ſaid to be made righteous —but ; 


Rio nrEROsxEss itſelf: nor that only, but the RIG H- 
TiQUSNESS OF GOD. Becauſe Chriſt Jeſus is 


Gop—Fug TRUE Gop—THnE mIGHTY GoD—J:no- $ 
| Van, ou R1GHTEvUUSNESS. See 1 John i. 14 wn: 


v. 20. Iſa. ix. 6. Jer xxili. 6. 
The Homilies are remarkably ile on this heed, 


_ Chriſt jeſus paid © The price of our redemption by the 


offering of his body and ſhedding of his blood, with 
85 FULFILLING or THE LA perfectly and thorough- 
% ly.“ in another part of the ſame Homily we are in- 
formed, that God provided a ranſom for us that was. 


© the moſt” precious body and blood of his own dear 


4. and beloved Son, Jeſus Ciriſt : who, beſides this r:n- 


„ ſom. FULFILLED THE Law FOR US pERtECTLY:” | 
Take one more paſſage, than which nothing can be plain- 
er or more to the purpoſe. © Chriſt is now become the 


« righteouſneſs of all them that do truly believe in 
© him. HE,+oR THEM, PAID THE RANSOM, BY HIS 


© DEATH. HE, FOR THEM, FULYILLED THE LAV, 


„ IN HIS LIFE.” Hence, and hence o, are we ac 


counted righteous before God. Let us now Node, in. 


dhe ncxt Place, . 


Iv. That this Merit, or Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, be- 


comes ours BY FAI TH. 


Thus ſaith St. Paul, Rom. iii. 22 The Righteouſurſ++ 


N of God is BY FAITH, unto all, and upon all them that 
believe. By grace are ye Toad through FAITH ph. 


ii. 8. He that BELIEVETH ſhall be ſaved, be that 


believath not ſhall be damned. Mark xvi. 16. Where is 
boaſting then ? it is excluded By what Law ? of Works ? 
| Nay: But by the Law of FAITH. Therefore we con- 


clude, that a man is juſt ified by FAITH, without the deeds | 


of the law Rom. 111 27. 28: 
Let this truth be further confimed by the Homilien.. 


This righteouſneſs which we {d receive of God's: 
| 40 mercy and Chriſt's merits, EmBRACED BY-FAITH ; 
« is taken, accepted, | ax h of God, our 2 | 
| | FI and 


B 


I. b Section II. . 1 | 
ice and full juſtification,” —— «© St, Paul declareth 
here nothing upon the behalf of man concerning his 


4 ec Jaſtification, but ONLY A TRUE AND LIVELY FAITH. 


Nec Vet that faith doth not ſhut out repentance, 
„ hope, love, dread, and the fear of God to be 
joined with faith; in every man that is; juſtified ; 
but it ſhutteth them out from the office of juſtifying 
4140 it excludeth them, ſo that we may not 
e c them to this intent, to be made juſt by doing them.“ 


But let the Reader carefully obſerve, that man is not 


'Z ſaved by the MERIT of his faith, any more than by the 


merit of his works. Faith is the gift of God, and it is 
impoſſible to merit any thing of God, by what we receive 


from him ; nay, we are told, Rom iv. 16. Therefore * 


is of FAITH, that it might be by GRACE ; and if it be 


of grace, merit of every Kind is wholly and tor ever : 


excluded. Rom. xi. 6. 


--It remains now to ſhew, | 


I =p; That the Doctrine of Jaflification by Faith, is 4 „ 
YN moſt wholeſome doctrine, and very full of comfort, _ 

That this is who/e/ome, we may ſafely affirm, becauſe 
it is a truth of God; and it would. be blaſphemy of the 
fouleſt kind, to charge a licentious tendency upon God' 8 
precious truth. EXPERIENCE toe proves, that it is 
wholeſome. The vileſt of mankind have been wonder- _ 
fally changed, upon their belief of it. And it is worth _ 


notice, that people of the worſt character in the world, 


the profane, —the drunken, —the debauched. yea, wret- 


ches at the gallows, are, in general, advocates for 


Juſtification by works. While thoſe whoſe lives are the 


molt holy and ſelf- denied, abhor the idea of merit. dee 


Kom. vi. | 
The Church of England fays further, that this Doe- 
trine is comfortable, yea, very Full of comfort. And ſo 
% fays St. Paul, Rom. v. 1. Being juſiſied by Faith we 
3 bave Peace with God. We read allo of Joy and peace IN 
g believing. And of Foy unſpeatable and Full of glory. 
3 The preaching of Salvation by merit of human works, {| 
may ſuit «whole: hearted perſon, . one who never Ga, 2 
od, 


LEY 


3 Section III. 


God, the Law, or himſelf, but it would drive a con- 
vinced ſinner to deſpair, The convinced Jailor, Acts 


xi. 25. &c. who aſked with the utmoſt anxiety, What 
mu ſi I do to be ſaved 5 was directed only, to believe on 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which, when he had done, it is 
ſaid he rejoiced with ail his houſe. 5 | 


Tae GRATITUDE or THe REDEEMED, Ex. 
Y ' PRESSED By OBEDIENCE. — 


EE Goſpel method of Salvation, exhibited in the 
J foregoing pages, is divinely calculated, not only to 

reſcue man from miſery, but to glority God the Saviour: 
And that, not only by the harmony and luſtre of his at- 
| tributes, but by cauſing the ſubje&s of his rich mercy, 
to ſhine before men. that the world beholding their good 

works, may g/orify their heavenly Father, This doctrine. 


is charmingiy diſplay ed in the XI Article. 


Or GOOD WORKS. 
es Albeit that good works, which are 
« Faith, and follow aſter juſtification, cannot put a- 


« way our fins, and endure the ſeverity of God's judge- 


*© ment: Yet are they pleaſing and acceptable to God 


« in { hriſt, and de ſpring out neceſſarily of a true ard 


os lively Faith, inſomuch that by them a lively Faith 


may be as evidently known, as a tree diſcerned by 


4 the fruit.” 5 N 


If this Article be rightly underſtood it will ſtop the 


mouth of every one who obj &s ro. jul! ihcation by Faith, 


as though it were a doctrine deſtructive of good works. 
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j=- 7 E That we may underſtand | it well, let us fee, | 
8 
11 1. What good works are. Then obſerve, 


s 1 I. That they are the froits of Faith. But, 
in Juſtification, Yet, 


Chriſt, and, 
- V. That they prove our Faith to be good. 


11 is greatly to be feared that many | know not, 


1. What good works are. All i is not gold that plitters. 
| - That ary work be accounted good by God, it muſt” 
flow, 1. From a good. priniciple. Man looketh at the 
2 outward appearance, the Lord looketh at the heart. 


by a good rule God will not accept that which he never 
required. God's word, not man's fancy, is the proper 
rule of obedience 2. The end or aim of - work muſt 
be good, or the work itſelf is bad. God's s glory is the 
noble end of Chriſtian obedience Woe be to him whoſe 
praying, taſting, alms, &c are to eſtabliſh a religious 
f „ * mortals, or to merit the favour of 


This will more evidently a ppear by conſidering, 


2 * q 


II. That good works are the fruits of Faith. 


1. None put a Believer can =o a good ak Every 


the F Unbeliever i is deſtitute of a good principle does not 


th, Work by a good rule does not aim at a right end. 
ks. be ſcripture poſiticely affirms, that They that are in 


7 the fe, cannot 98 Cad. Kom. vill. 8. And again, 


hat „ Without | 


III. That the beſt works af the beſt men n have 1 no o ſhare a 


Iv. That they are pleaſing and acceprable to > God | in 


He accepts, not the forced obedience of a Slave, but, 
the loving duty of a Child. 2. A good work is done 


rf. 1 Section INIT, 


Without Faith it is IMPOSSIBLE to pleaſe God. Heb. 
xi. 6. nay mare, Whatſoever is not of Faith, IS SIN. 
| Rom. xiv. 22. Which paſſages fully juſtify the excel- 
lent words of our Reformers in the 13th' Article. 
„Works done before the grace of Chriſt, and the in- 
ſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, foraſ- 
„ much as they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, net- 


the ſchool authors ſay), deſerve grace of congruity : 
c yea, rather, for that they are not done as God hath 
© willed and commanded them to be done, we cub not 
* but they have the nature of ſin.” 

Biſhop Beveridge expreſſes the ſame truth, in the fol- 
| lowing moſt ſtriking words: © *Tis a matter of adini- 
ce ration to me, how any one, that pretends to the uſe 
( of reaſon, can imagine that he ſhould be accepted be- 


&« fore God for what comes from himſelf! For. how is 
4 ie poſſibſe, that I ſhould be juſtified by good works, 
« when I can do no good works at all, before I be firſt 


« juſtified ? My works cannot be accepted as good, till 


* 


„ 
60 grafting | into the true Vine, *tis impoſſible | ſhould 


c bring forth good fruit ; for the plowing of the wicked 5 
4% z5 ſin in, ſays Solomon, Prov. xxi. 4. yea, the ſacrifices | 


« of the wicted are an abomination to the Lord, chap xv. 


« 8, And, if both the civil and (piritual actions of the 
« wicked 5 ſin, which, of all their actions, ſhall have 
©« the honour-to juſtify them before God.“ Thus we 


| ſee that an unbeliever, a man without true ſaith, does 
not cannot perform good works. It is equally true, 


2. That good works are © the fruits of faith, and fol- 
low after juſtification.” Read and remember rhe fol- 


lowing ſeriptures: 


FAITH WORKETH BY LOVE, Gal. v. 6. 
This is a faithfu! jaying, and theſe things I will that 


thou %u m conſtantly, that THEY WHICH HAVE BE- © 
LIEVED in G9D, might be careful 10% maintain GOOD : 


WORKS, Tit. iii 8 


- Do we then make void the law thomigh Faith ? Ged | 


$i forbid.” Yea, we err the law, Rom. 1 ili. 15 . 


6 ther do they make men meet to receive grace, or, (as 


%, my perſon be ſo; nor can my perſon be accepted by 
God, *till firſt ingrafted into Chriſt; before which en- 


The 


co! 
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The whole eleventh chapter of the Hebrews might 


be introduced for this * but it may be read at 
leiſure. 

The Homilies are very clear and full upon this head. 
That upon ſalvation ſays, “A true and lively faith in 
« Chriſt, bringeth forth good works, and a life accord» 
“ing to God's commandments ;” again,“ Theſe be the 
*« fruits of true faith, to do good, as much as lieth in 


us, to every man; and above all things, and in all 


„things, to advance the glory of God.” _ 
Such is the true faith. that the ſcripture doth ſo much 


commend, the which, when it ſeeth and conſidereth what 
« God hath done for us, is-alſo moved, through conti- 


© nual aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, to ferve and to 


ee pleaſe him, to keep his favour, to ſear his diſpleaſure, 


© to continue his obedient children, ſhewing thankful- 


* neſs again, by obſ-rving or keeping his command - 
fc 


6 


for dread of puniſhment, or love of temporal reward; 
ec 


conſidering how clearly without deſervings we have 
0 received his mercy and pardon freely.” 


This point being Cuſficiently eſtabliſhed, 26d calling. 
for e rather than Proof, let us proceed to wy 


m. That the beſt works of the beſt men. have no pre- oj 
tenſions to merit, or any ſhare in our juſtification before 


God. The article ſays, They, viz. Good Wort- truly 
ſuch, the fruits of Faith, even they cannot endure the ſe. 
verity of God's judgement, nor put away ſin. The beſt 


work of man's hand, would be found deficient, if weigh- 


ed in the balance of the ſanctuary. A ſervant merits ng 
thanks from his maſter for doing his duty. Our Savi- 
our therefore reminded his diſciples, that © When they 


© ſhould have done all that hehad commanded, they ſhould 


© fay, We are unprofitable ſervants; we have done that 
* which was our pol to do,“ [Luke xvii. 10. The 


Homily juſt quoted, tells us, We muſt renounce the 
© merit of all our ſaid virtues, of Faith, Hope, Charity, 1 
„ and all other virtues and good deeds, which we ei- 


« ther have done, ſhall do, 0 or can do, + as things that be 
| « far 


ments, and that freely, for true love chiefly, and not. 


E 85 Section III. 


4 far too weak and inſuffi.ienr, HA imperfect, to de- 
« ſerve a remiſſion of ſins and our juſtitication.“ * 


NEVERTHELESS, 


V. Good works © are ple-:ſing and acceptable to God 
&« in Chriſt.” Cod was in Chriſt, reconciiing the world 
unto himſelf. God in Chriſt, ſignifies, a reconciled God. 
He is become ſuch to every one that believes. He loves 


them in his Son. He regards the members, as he re- 


gards the head And being in this bappy ſtate, what 


they do out of love to him is exceedingly” acceptable, 


Let us conſult the ſacred oracles. Rom xii. 1. { be- 
feech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 


Sent your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, ACCEPT 2 


T9 GOD. So again, xiv. 18. He that in theſe things 


ferveth Chrift, is ACCEPTABLE T9 GOD. So faith 


vt Paul, in another piace, I have received the things 
which were ſent from you, (Philipians), an odour of a 
ſweet ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable and well pleaſing to 


Cod, Phil. iv. 18. What a cogent argument; what a 


forcible inducement this, to all holy, loving obedience ! 
That the God of heaven. rakes kindly at our hands, e- 
very poor ſervice done from love to his dear name, and 


cout of gratitude for his precious ſalvation. And, as a 
: farther motive to virtye, let us recollect, 


That by good works we prove our faith to be 
1 Fur they ſpring NEC&SSARILY out of a true 


and lively faith.” di James ſpeaks of a © dead faith,” 


that is, ſuch a faith as produces no works, chap. ii 17. 
A man mayſt jay, Thou-hajt faith, and 1 have works. 
A good man, a real believer, may detect the counterfeit 
profefior thus, „ou ſay that you have faith; ſhew me 
„ thy faith wir Hour thy works—if you can. But 
„% know, O vain man, that this is impoſſible, for faith 
«© without works 1s dead faith.“ It is not the faith of 


God's elect 


Now, ſays the true believer. 7 will ſhew thee Man 
BY my works which is the proper ſcriptural method of 


| proving it to be Frey good. FD }Uluſtrat e this matter 


fully, 


Section III. ot 


fully, the Apoſtle proceeds to ſhew that Abrabiini; the 
father of the faithful, who was juſtified by faith before 
GOD, was juſtified by works before men. Was not 


* Abraham juſtified by works (before men) when he 


« had offered Iſaac his ſon upon the altar?“ certainly 


he was And thereby “was the ſcripture FULFILLED 
« (not contradicted), which ſaith, Abraham believed 


« God, and it was imputed to him for righteouſneſs, 
or. as it is in the Hebrew, Gen xv. 6. God imputed 
& righteouſneſs to him“ Thus it appears, That St 


« James denies a man can be juſtified by a dead faith, 
& which St Paul never affirms; and St Paul affirms, that 
« a man is juſtified by a living faith, which St 
« James never denies; and fo, inſtead of obſcuring, they 
& each contribute to throw light upon that intereſting 
«& point, The juſtification of a ſinner in the fight of 
% God.” It ought alſo to be noted, that the juſtifica- 


tion of Abraham before God, by faith in the promiſe, 
was, in point of time, before the birth of his ſon Iſaac, 
and conſequently 30 years at leaſt, before he offered him 


p, by which action, as a fruit of his faith, he was juſ- 
Thereby his faith was proved to be 
real, ſolid, and ſtrong. And in the ſame manner, that 


tified before men. 


5 by obedience to God's commands. we areto prove the 
incerity of our faith, a FAITH that wokks by Love. 
Without this evidence, we cannot aſſure our hearts 


before him. With it we may join the beloved diſciple and 


ay, Hereby we know, that we know him—that we are 


in him that we are of the truth, by keeping his com- 


ꝛandmenta by partaking his Spirit—by walking even 


xs he walked. The Holy Ghoſt. firſt beſtows grace, 


hen ſhines upon the grace beſtowed, and thus, wir- 


Heth with our Spirits, that we are the children of God. 


* o N. 
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CONCLUSION 


DEAR REA DER, 


T ET me beſeech you, with the tendereſt concern for 
your eternal welfare, ——by all that is dear, and 
ſacred, and important, deeply to conſider the truths you 
have now read, They are the Truths of God. You 
cannot deny them unleſs you deny the ſcriptures, for 
they have been fully proved thereby. They are alſo 
the. ſtandard truths of the Church of England. You 
cannot conſiſtently deny them therefore, unleſs you re- 
nounce her communion. It is of rhe utmoſt importance, 
that you underſtand, believe, and have the inward ex- 
perience of them. Your ſalvation depends on it. For 5: 
that believeth not the Goſpel, ſays the word of God, /þall 
be damned, Mark xvi. 16. It matters not, that theſe 
_ doctrines are now become unfaſhionable, that few preach 
them, — that moſt deny them, and many ridicule them 
Etat the profeſſion of them is branded with odious 
names—Still they remain the precious truths of the un. 
| changeable JERovan. Heaven and earth ſhall paſs a. 
way,—time itſelf ſhall be no more, but the word of Cod 
abideth for ever. 5 e 


Search then, and ſearch diligently, Whether you art 
truly ſenſible of your ſinful ſtate, by nature and practice 
Whether, as an helpleſs ſinner, you put your whole 
truſt and confidence in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? —And 
whether your faith work by love, and is productive 
)))) We Coe nas 


If you can anſwer theſe queſtions in the affirmative. 
Fou are a happy creature. Fleſh and blood have no 
revealed theſe things unto you, but your heavenly Fa 
ther. This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in 
| f j oor ons 


"EO NELVELTON. 3; 
your eyes. Now then, love God. You have reaſon e- 


nough, for he has loved you, Live to God, for he has 
ſaved you. Serve him, through life, with body, ſoul, 


and n, for it is your reaſonable ſervice. 


And bleſſed 0 his dear name, it is a ſurview as plea» 


s fant as it is reaſonable. ' For love turns Guy 7 into a des 
3 and exalted privilege. 


But if, on the other hand, yon are ſo unhappy, a as to 


neglet this GREAT 84 LVATION,—if you diſbelieve theſe 


lorious truths, — if you pour contempt upon them—I 


muſt plainly tell you the conſequence of tuck conduct, ö 


if n in, will be eternal death. 


© BEWARE therefore, left that come upon YOU which 


0 ſpoken of in the prophets ; renvids Je deſpiſers, and Z 
wn; and periſh, 
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